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Josef Moest (1873-1914), Crusader With Shield And Mace, C. 1910/ - Ready To Strike -

Description

Josef Moest (1873 Cologne - 1914 Rath),
Crusader with shield and mace, around 1910.

Bronze on a black marble pedestal (19 cm high).

57.5 cm (total height) x 21 cm (width) x 12 cm
(depth), weight 24.8 kg. Incised signature
"MOEST." on the back of the base.

- Slightly worn in places, base minimally
bumped, otherwisein excellent condition

- Ready to strike -

The crusader gazes resolutely over his raised

4 800 EUR

Signature : Josef Moest (1873 Cologne - 1914 Rath)
Period : 20th century

Condition : Bon état

Materia : Bronze

Length: 21 cm

Height : 57,5cm

Depth : 12 cm
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shield at the enemy, his confident posture
indicating that he will not retreat in the least,
defending the terrain with his tightly wrapped
mace. The armor, dlightly damaged on the left
shoulder, bears witness to battles already fought.
However, the stance is not only a secure position,
but also a purposeful retreat that turnsinto a
lunging movement. The aready tensed muscles
are masterfully visible under the chain mail,
anticipating the powerful blow. By dynamizing
the figurein thisway, Josef Moest succeedsin
depicting the battle on the basis of the individual
figure without illustrating the battle as such. The
impression of the crusader's presence beyond the
historical distanceisreinforced by the extremely
realistic details. The finely woven chain mail as
well asthe leather straps give a convincing
impression of the actual material.

The positioning on the high pedestal lends the
figure amonumental quality, giving amoral
impetus to the inner attitude depicted.

About the artist

As the son of the Cologne sculptor, restorer and
collector of medieval sculptures, Richard Moest,
Josef Moest was born with an interest in
sculpture. After training under the cathedral

scul ptor Peter Fuchs, he studied scul pture under
Syrius Eberle at the Munich Academy from 1897
to 1902. Moest then opened his own studio. He
quickly made aname for himself as a sculptor.
He created high-quality salon sculptures and was
involved in numerous church decorations. In
1904, he co-founded the Cologne artists
association "Stil". In 1908 he took part in the
exhibition at the Munich Glaspalast and in 1909
in the Great Art Exhibition of the Disseldorf
Academy. Suffering from tuberculosis, M oest
designed a Pietafor his own gravein 1912, when
he was just 39 years old, before he died two years
later.
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