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Description

From the set : Venationes Ferarum drawn by Jan

van der Straet (1523 - 1605)

Nice print with wide margins, slight uniform

yellowing, median fold.

The success of the famous tapestry of the Hunts

designed by Stradanus for Cosimo de Medici

encouraged the Flemish artist to plan a series of

engravings inspired by the tapestries. After three

series of six hunts published by Hieronymus

Cock in 1570 and then by his widow in 1574 and

1576, Stradanus began a long and fruitful

collaboration with the publisher Philips Galle. He

executed a large number of drawings for him

which gave rise to the publication of two new

series: the first, comprising a title page followed

by forty-three hunts, was published between 1578



and 1580; the second, published around 1596,

added sixty-one hunts and a new frontispiece

bearing the famous title Venationes Ferarum,

Avium, Piscium. For the exotic or fabulous hunts,

which were only added to the initial repertoire of

hunts in the editions of Philips Galle from 1578,

the artist drew on Pliny's 'Natural History', in

particular chapter VIII devoted to land animals.

Stradanus combines observation from nature and

borrowings from other artists, in particular for

species not visible in the menageries of Florence.

(O. Savatier, 2013).
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