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Antique Derby Figurines 'poor Children’, 1760

700 EUR

Signature : Derby
Period : 18th century
Condition : Tres bon état
Materia : Porcelain
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Description | Dealer
A rare antique pair of soft-paste porcelain Gillers Antiques
figurines, titled 'Poor Children," produced by the Specialists in 19th-century European silverware, porcelain and

Derby Factory around 1760.

These ddlightful pieces showcase the finest
craftsmanship of the Derby factory. The boy is
dressed in a hand-me-down jacket of fine quality
adorned with richly gilded buttons. However, his
disheveled appearance is highlighted by torn Buntingford SG9 OPY
jacket sleeves, atear in the midsection, and ahole

in the toe of his shoe, adding character to his

décor
Mobile: +44 7738009924

portrayal. Despite his worn attire, the boy appears
to be hedlthy, with rosy cheeks and chubby arms.
Amusingly, his expression resemblesthat of a
young Trump.

The girl holds awooden bowl, eating
‘curds-and-whey' with a wooden spoon. Her
patched dress, particularly at the back, enhances



the rustic charm of the figurines. Both characters
stand on grassy mounds adorned with tree stumps
and scattered flowers. Theserare figurines are
marked with the number 101 on the underside,
confirming their Derby factory origin. The three
"patch marks" on the base correspond to the time
of manufacture.

The Derby Porcelain Factory, established in the
mid-18th century in Derby, England, became one
of the most esteemed English porcelain
manufacturers of itstime. Its "patch period,”
roughly spanning the 1750s and 1760s, is named
after the distinctive "patch marks" found on the
bases of figures, used to hide supports during
firing. During this era, the factory produced
highly sought-after figurines, particularly of
pastoral scenes and characters from the popular
‘Commedia dell'arte.’ These pieces were
celebrated for their exceptional detail, vivid
colors, and lively expressions, often rivaling the
quality of German (Meissen) and Sevres
porcelains. The patch period remains a celebrated
phase in Derby's history, representing the
pinnacle of craftsmanship and a unique
collectible category for enthusiasts of English
ceramics.

Dimensions:

Height of each figurine: 12.5 cm.

Condition:

Boy: Excellent condition, with paint, enamel,
and gilding preserved completely.
Girl:

A tiny firing crack on the neck and another on
the base (covered with glue), but the crack does
not extend beyond the base and is not visible
from the outside.

A few small, amost invisible chips on the edge
of her cap.

Slight loss of gilding and paint.

Despite these minor imperfections, the figurines
maintain an excellent overall impression and
display beautifully.



British porcelain from the 18th century often
exhibits firing imperfections. Kilns were
coal-fired during this period, leading to
occasional specks from flying particles.
Shrinkage during firing could cause small lines or
cracks, which are considered part of the
manufacturing process and not damage.
Please study the accompanying photographs
carefully, asthey form an integral part of this
description. The item will be shipped with full
tracking and insurance. Shipping costs include
labor, packaging, and postage.

https://www.proanti c.com/en/1439287-anti que-derby-figurines-poor-children-1760.html



