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Jules Moigniez (1835-1894), Hunting Dog On The Prowl, C. 1880/ - Following The Trail -

Description

1900 EUR

Signature : Jules Moigniez (1835-1894)
Period : 19th century

Condition : Bon état

Materia : Bronze

Length: 30 cm

Height : 16 cm

Depth : 13 cm

Jules Moigniez (1835 Senlis - 1894
St-Martin-du-Tertre), Hunting dog on the prowl,
around 1880. Dark patinated bronze with
naturalistic terrain plinth, 16 cm (height) x 30 cm
(Iength) x 13 cm (depth), weight 3.25 kg. Signed
"JJules] MOIGNIEZ." on the plinth.

- Occasionally bumped and rubbed in places,
overal in good condition for its age

- Following the scent -

The hunting dog has picked up the scent. He is
highly concentrated and his body isfilled with
inner tension, which is particularly evident in the
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raised tail. But also the dightly lowered head, the
wrinkling of the neck, the pronounced tensing of
the muscles and, not least, the strong-willed
expression on the dog's face show that the
hunting instinct has taken hold of the dog. The
wrinkled nose gives the impression of hearing the
sniffing, while the creeping movement seemsto
make little noise.

Jules Moigniez has the dog place each leg on its
own stone on the terrain plinth. Thisgives him a
pedestal that shows off the hunting movement
and the naturalistically sculpted body. However,
it is not the realistic outer appearance, but the
masterfully depicted hunting instinct that makes
the dog appear so aive. The dog has already
placed its front paw on the stone under which the
hare to be tracked down is hiding. In the next
moment, the scent will lead the hunting animal
there and the drama of nature will take its course.
In thisway, Jules Moigniez not only illustrates a
dog on the prowl, but also depicts an entire
hunting story that is focused on the moment of
greatest tension - immediately before the
discovery and killing of the prey.

About the artist

Asthe son of agilder, Jules Moigniez was born
with the delicate and precise workmanship that
characterizes hiswork. In Paris, he studied
sculpture under Paul Comol éra, whose depictions
of birdsinfluenced hiswork. Hewas also a
student of Frangois Rude, who created the relief
"LaMarseillaise" onthe Arc de Triomphein
Paris.

Hiswork as an independent artist was encouraged
by his father, who purchased afoundry so that his
son'swork could be reproduced independently.
Moigniez received hisfirst artistic recognition
with the plaster sculpture "Chicken Dog in Front
of aPheasant", which was presented at the 1955
Paris World's Fair. Cast in bronze, the work was



acquired by the French government in 1859 and
exhibited at the Chéteau de Compiégne. In 1862,
Moigniez was awarded a medal at the Great
Exhibition in London and became internationally
known. Between 1855 and 1892, he exhibited a
total of thirty works at the Paris Salon.

His depictions of animals were extraordinary
popular, particularly in Great Britain and later in
the United States, because of their vivid effect.
The animals are always depicted in an amost
dramatic movement, in keeping with their nature,
with Moigniez paying attention to every detail,
including the design of the pedestals. Compared
to the important animal scul ptors who preceded
him, Pierre-Jules Méne and Antoine-Louis Barye,
he created entire landscapes of events.

After along illness, Moigniez ended hislife at the
age of 59.
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