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Théodore Riviere (1857-1912) - "tambourin Players®

Description

"Tambourine players' Very beautiful bronze
proof Shaded brown patina Old edition Signed on
the terrace Height: 17 cm Biography: Auguste
Louis Théodore Riviére was born on September
14, 1857 in Toulouse. At the age of 13, he entered
the Toulouse School of Fine Artswhere his
teacher was Henri Maurette. In 1875, he won first
prizein "composition of alive model" In 1876, he
entered the Paris School of Fine Arts - Student of
Francois Joffroy then of Alexandre Falguiére. He
stayed there until 1886. In 1875, he presented a
bust at the salon of the Society of French Artists,
in 1879 he exhibited at the Salon but the jury did
not reward him because of hisyoung age. In 1880
he presented hisfirst orientalist work at the

Salon: "Le Nubien" Between 1884 and 1889, he
experienced a difficult first period: sculpture
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refused for political reasons, three failures at the
Grand Prix de Rome, refused state commissions
and financia difficulties. In 1887 he left for
Algeria, then returned to France to participatein
the work of the Universal Exhibition.
Disappointed again, he joined the Foreign
Legion, was discharged and remained in Algeria
where he modeled small orientalist figurines for a
bazaar in Algiers, which alowed him to pay for
his return to Paris. The decoration of the Palais
des Fées at the Trocadéro for the Universal
Exhibition of 1889 was entrusted to him. On the
advice of afriend living in Tunis, he obtained a
travel grant and went to Tunisia where he taught
drawing at the Carthage seminary with the White
Fathers. Théodore Riviére "Salombo" and drew
hisinspiration from this novel by Gustave
Flaubert. He returned to France in 1894 and | eft
again for afew monthsin Djibouti on an "art
mission”. From 1895 to 1900 he participated in
each annual exhibition of the Society of French
Orientalist Painters which was held at the
Durand-Ruel gallery and of which he had been a
member since 1894. He had his bronze sculptures
published by Siot Decauville, Susse and Maison
Calin et Cie. Suffering from the "travel bug”, he
signed a contract with the senior resident of
Tonkin for amonument intended for the Hanoi
exhibition. This mission allowed him to make a
detour via Javaand Sumatra. In 1910, he left for
Morocco, in 1912 for Argentina. For health
reasons, he returned to Parisand died in
November 1912 following athroat operation.
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