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Condition : Très bon état
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Description

After Pierre François Hugues d'Hancarville

(1719-1805). Pair of engravings hand-colored

with gouache representing the red figures of a

Greek vase from the collection of William

Hamilton (1730-1803), British ambassador in

Naples. On laid paper.Late 18th or early 19th

centuries.In 20th century gilt-wood frames. Under

glass. Dimensions with frame: Height: 82 cm X

Width: 65 cm. Dimensions paper: Height: 58 cm

X Width: 41 cm.ICONOGRAPHY AND

INTERPRETATION OF THE SCENESThis pair

features two major narrative registers typical of

large Apulian kraters (Magna Graecia):First

engraving (left): The central section depicts a

theatrical or divine assembly gathered around a

*naiskos* (a small temple or columned funerary

structure) housing figures of heroes or deities.



The lower register presents a procession or ritual

offering scene centered on a sacrificial altar,

situated above a bottom frieze featuring a chase

sequence involving greyhounds or wild animals

pursuing their prey.Second engraving (right): The

central scene is dominated by figures from

classical mythology, including a hero riding a

winged horse (evoking Bellerophon and Pegasus)

facing a central figure near a sacred tree entwined

with a serpent (reminiscent of the myth of the

Garden of the Hesperides or Cadmus). To the

right, a celestial chariot (*biga*) is driven by a

radiant deity.The upper frieze shows a group of

Dionysian figures in motion, while the base

repeats the animal-chase motif.
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