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Roberto Barbieri For Zanotta, 2 Armchairs And 4 Chairs"lia"

Description

Roberto BARBIERI (1942-2012) for

ZANOTTA"Lia", Suite of six seatsincluding four

chairs and two armchairsAluminum alloy
structure, seat and back upholstered and covered
in red leather; the two armchairs also covered in
red leather.Woven label "zanotta'.Italy, model
created in 1998-1999.Dimensions:Height: 82.5
cmSeat height: 45.5 cmWidth of the armchairs:
54 cmWidth of the chairs: 44 cmDepth: 52.5
cmSix-seat suite of the "Lia" model, including
four chairs and two armchairs, designed by
Roberto BARBIERI for ZANOTTA.Each seat
has a lightweight four-legged structure made of
aluminium alloy, on which a seat and backrest
fully upholstered in red leather are placed. The
slightly curved backrest, extends without visual
rupture towards the seat and draws a soft shell
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with particularly clean lines.The two armchairs
have the same construction, complemented by
two thin armrests al so trimmed and sheathed in
red leather. The feet, very thin and dlightly flared,
are left visible and establish a contrast between
the fineness of the metal structure and the
flexibility of the leather.Analysis and
comment:|talian designer and architect, Roberto
BARBIERI develops awork characterized by a
search for balance between geometric rigor,
structura lightness and comfort. His
collaboration with ZANOTTA, one of the major
houses of Italian design in the second half of the
20th century, gaveriseto several creationsin
which the apparent simplicity of form conceals a
particularly precise study of construction.Created
at the end of the 1990s, Liafully belongs to this
approach. Roberto BARBIERI here reduces the
chair to afew essential elements:. four extremely
thin legs, a seat and a back whose contours seem
drawn in asingle movement. This formal
economy gives the model a particularly light
silhouette.Construction directly participatesin
thisimpression. The thinness of the legs visually
frees up the volume of the seat and almost makes
the supporting structure disappear. This metallic
rigor is matched by the flexibility of the leather
upholstery, which envelops the backrest and seat
and softens the geometry of the whole.Armchairs
devel op the same principle with remarkable
continuity: armrests, thin and slightly raised,
naturally extend the lines of the seat without
weighing down the silhouette. The red leather
givesthis set a particularly strong decorative
presence. Its clear colour highlights the contours
of the seats and contrasts with the metallic
appearance of the bases. Gathered around atable,
the six seats thus form a homogeneous whole
while allowing the alternation between the four
chairs and the two armchairs traditionally placed
at the ends. This combination of four chairs and
two armchairsin the samefinishisalso areal
advantage for the whole: it allows to keep intact
the coherence of the model and its upholstery,



rather than presenting isolated seats.Liathus
illustrates a certain conception of Italian design at
the end of the 20th century: an extremely
controlled line, atechnically precise construction
and an elegance that relies less on the effect than
on the accuracy of the proportions.DIANE
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