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African Tribal Art - Head Type Benin Ifé

Description

Belgian private collection.

In African art, thistype of work is associated with
the artistic movement named after the ancient
religious capital of Nigeria, Ife, one of the many
city-states established by the Y oruba. This
civilization succeeded the Nok civilization. In
[1é-1fé, whose prosperity peaked in the 12th to
15th centuries, an artistic tradition devel oped
characterized by realistic roya portraits and
funerary effigiesin bronze and terracotta. The
paralel folds on the neck are said to represent the
folds of flesh of prosperous notables, while the
hollowed-out parts were designed to secure the
king's beaded veil. The parallel lines on the face
symbolize traditional scarifications. The bronze
heads were made using the lost wax technique,

650 EUR

Period : 20th century
Condition : En |'etat
Material : Bronze
Height : 44 cm
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which may have been imported from Sudan or
introduced by traveling blacksmiths from
Mediterranean regions, initially used for making
tools and bells.

PLEASE NOTE THE PRICE OF TRANSPORT
INCLUDES LOSS, THEFT AND BROKENAGE
INSURANCE.
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