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Description

The panther licking itself. A compact statue of a

panther licking itself. A beautiful bronze by

Thierry Van Ryswyck (1911-1958). This is a

good example of Van Ryswyck paying a lot of

attention to the play of light on the fur and on the

vibrant muscles, creating an exceptional

decorative effect. This sculpture was cast in

bronze using the lost wax process. Before casting

it, it was signed in wax. It has an unusual

blue-green patina with almost turquoise accents,

as if the artist was trying to recreate on bronze the

enamels he often used on his ceramic sculptures.

This beautiful sand casting from the period was

made by SUSSE Frères. Thierry van Ryswyck

(1911-1958) Van Ryswyck studied at the

Antwerp Academy and trained as a sculptor and

ceramist, before becoming a successful animal



sculptor. He was a regular visitor to Antwerp

Zoo, observing the animals in their daily

behavior. Of all the residents, the felines

particularly attracted his attention. The power of

their muscles, the delicacy of their movements

and the nuances of their fur never cease to amaze

him. Albéric Collin and Raymond de Meester de

Betzenbroeck were among his friends. Many of

his early animal sculptures show a stylistic

affiliation with their work. Deciding to gain

recognition, he moved to Paris in 1935, where he

met several animal sculptors and discovered the

Jardin des Plantes. In France, he regularly

participated in exhibitions. After the Second

World War, he continued to live and work in

France, and in 1954, he successfully exhibited his

works in the jet-set milieu of Monte Carlo. Most

of his works depict exotic animals, mainly

mammals, which he always strives to present in

elegant poses. Parallels with the work of Irénée

Rochard and Marcel Sandoz can be observed.

Van Ryswyck died in a car accident in the south

of France in 1958.
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