
African Tribal Art - Benin Portuguese Figure

650 EUR

Period : 20th century

Condition : En l'etat

Material : Bronze

Width : 23 cm

Height : 47 cm

Dealer

Essentiel Galerie
African Art

Mobile : +3265529100

73 rue de Tournai

Tertre 7333

Description

Ex-French African art collection.

This Benin-style bronze sculpture depicts an

armed Portuguese soldier, carrying a dagger at his

hip and dressed in his traditional military

uniform. The arrival of the Portuguese in the 15th

century in Benin, with their military arsenal,

aroused keen interest among the local kings. The

power of firearms was naturally associated with

an arcane defense capability against invisible

enemies. In the 16th century, Europeans played a

leading role at the Oba's court, introducing

products such as corals, glass beads and manillas,

which were highly prized by the king and his

court. At the same time, Portuguese soldiers

participated in the military campaigns of Benin,

notably against the kingdom of Idah. The



considerable increase in metal imports, in the

form of shackles used as currency, provided

bronze artisans with enormous quantities of raw

materials for their works, thus contributing

greatly to Benin's economic growth.

Item accompanied by its certificate of

authenticity.

PS: what does the certificate of authenticity

consist of?

https://www.galerie-art-africain.com/faq.aspx?qid

=8

PLEASE NOTE THE PRICE OF TRANSPORT

INCLUDES LOSS, THEFT, BROKENAGE

INSURANCE.

https://www.proantic.com/en/1266166-african-tribal-art-benin-portuguese-figure.html


