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Snake Pendant - Gan Culture, Burkina Faso - 19th Century

520 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Other
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ure-burkina-faso-19th-century.html

Dealer

Galerie FCP Coridon
Old weapons and cutlery. Tribal Arts. Objects of curiosities

Tel : 06 81 15 31 79

Mobile : 06 75 98 11 19

110 rue des rosiers

Saint-Ouen 93400

Description

SNAKE PENDANT referring to the spiritual

entity of the Torfan with a sinuous openwork

double body. The snake holds a stylised fish in its

mouth.  

Gan culture, Burkina Faso 

19th century  

Copper alloy 

H. 22.3; L 6 cm 

 

The Torfan is a spiritual entity. It manifests itself

as a snake that can have from one to ten heads,

depending on its representation. This divination

could only be preserved by the fetish healer. 

We should add that among the Gans, the role of

the blacksmith fulfils this duality of sorcerer and

diviner. He is the one who masters fire. 
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