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Description

Raymond Guerrier, using sober colors, a rough

and effective drawing, a pictorial material and

skilfully used impastos which give strength,

power and character, gives us here a perfect

testimony of the atmosphere and the harshness of

the place. life of peasants in northern France in

the middle of the 20th century.

The imposing work, in good condition, is signed

lower left, it is offered without frame, it measures

73 cm by 92 cm.

It represents a farmhouse in the north of France,

certainly made before the artist moved to the

south, in Eygalières where he died.

A committed, rigorous, somewhat miserabilist

and powerful work by an important artist.



Self-taught, the artist dates back to his early

youth, largely made up of frequenting museums,

the shaping of the austere temperament and

refusal of the picturesque that would characterize

him. As an artist of rigor, he states: "the great

elders above all taught me the primordial

importance of severe composition".

Raymond Guerrier said he was marked by the

Georges Braque exhibition, the workshops, which

he visited at the Maeght gallery in 1947. At the

very beginning of the 1950s, while painting, out

of necessity he worked as a photoengraver.

Receiving the Young Painting Prize from the

Drouant-David gallery for his painting Poissons

et masque in 1953, in 1954 he was a member of

the jury alongside Paul Rebeyrolle, Bernard

Buffet and André Minaux, three painters with

whom he then met. common to position oneself,

through dark works, through a harshness relating

to post-war pessimism, in the wake of Francis

Gruber.

It was in 1955 that he discovered Provence and,

"of a solitary and taciturn character, he preferred

to move away from Paris and live in Eygalières

where his neighbor was Jacques Winsberg and

where he became friends with the poet Provençal

Charles Galtier.

The landscape that surrounds him in Eygalières,

as well as his travels which allow him to see

Spain, Sardinia, Italy, Greece, Morocco, Jordan,

Israel, bring Raymond Guerrier, from 1970, to

lighten his palette - nevertheless remaining in the

"austere naked tones where ochres dominate"

observes Gérald Schurr -, then to gradually slide

towards abstraction, the result of "a figuration

reduced to its essence, of a painting of large

forms where only the essential rhythms are

retained.

Pierre Basset, in his approach to a work which

covers nearly seven decades, confirms what

Raymond Guerrier's demanding quest was:

"search for the essential, refusal of the anecdote,

importance of reality and its depth, role -key to

the matter".
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Galerie Malaval, Lyon, 1964.
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Provence and painters today, Granet Museum,

Aix-en-Provence, 1967.
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Marseille, 1971.

Art and the city - Festival of
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September 1978.
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Dat, Raymond Guerrier, François Heaulmé,
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Florence Basset, Flassans-sur-Issole,

September-November 1996.

Paintings from the 1950s-60s - Eduardo Arroyo,

Henri Déchanet, Jacques Doucet, Raymond

Guerrier, Alexandre Garbell... La Capitale
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Roger Lersy, François Heaulmé, Bernard Lorjou,
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writers, Regards de Provence Museum, Marseille,
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The rebels of modern art - Paris, the 1950s,

Musée Mendjisky-Écoles de Paris, Paris,
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Luxembourg
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Swiss
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