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Signature : Alexis Chiriaeff (Nice, 1913 - Montréal, 1999)

Period : 20th century

Condition : Bon état

Material : Cardboard

Length : 400 x 275 mm

Width : oeuvre encadrée : 51 x 38 cm
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Description

Signed lower right with a brush A. Chiriaeff"The

painter is in Russia the plastic inspiration of the

ballet or the lyric drama, it is he who decides the

style, the overall pictorial lines, the tone of the

decor, and even the spirit of the staging." Léon

BakstSon of Russian emigrants, artist-decorator

and painter, Alexis Chiriaeff made a career as a

production designer at the Bolshoi Theater in

Geneva. In 1945, he illustrated the tales of the

Russian writer Nikolai Leskov, a contemporary of

Leo Tolstoy. The artist married in Switzerland the

ballerina Lyudmila Alexandrovna Otsup,

daughter of the writer Sergei Gorny, whose real

name was Alexander Otsup. The family

emigrated to Canada in 1952 and settled in

Montreal, where his wife founded the Grand

Ballet Canadien. Chiriaeff continued his work as



a set designer there and collaborated with the

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC),

where the company's ballet productions were

staged. Chiriaeff always gets along with the ballet

master, who, having submitted his choreographic

ideas to him, allows the artist to give birth to the

main decorative ideas. Chiriaeff considers the

decor as a background which should give the

atmosphere and tone of the work: the dressed

characters are treated like the last brushstrokes of

a painting. He also paints numerous landscapes

inspired by the wild immensity of Canadian

nature and organizes personal exhibitions. He

now rests in the Russian cemetery of Rawdon,

Quebec. Our sweet peasant girl in traditional

costume, delicately gouache with flamboyant

Slavic accents, evokes, like the art of her

compatriot Léon Bakst, a magical, festive and

folkloric universe beyond time.Bibliography :
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