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L es Caprices (three Prints) - Jacques Callot, Nancy 1621

Description

Comprising fifty pieces, the Caprices suiteis one
of Jacques Callot's most famous works. Engraved
in Florence around 1617 while he was aresident
of Cosimo |1 de' Medici, he did not, however,
take the coppers with him when he returned to
Lorrainein 1621. In doing so, he had to
re-engrave the seriesidentically in Nancy. The
three prints that we present were thus printed on
this second matrix, in itsfirst state. Our
Florentine peregrination begins with avisit to the
Duomo Square in Florence (L. 259, 473), in front
of which a gentleman observes the cathedral and
the campanile located to his right while a gallant
crowd bustlesin front of him . We continue our
way towards the Ponte Vecchio in Florence (L.
220, 434) under which naked men bathe and
whose perspective leads to the Ponte alle Grazie.

2500 EUR

Signature : Jacques Callot
Period : 17th century
Condition : Tres bon état
Material : Paper

Width : 26

Height : 43
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Thiswalk ends with a game of Jeu de Paume on
the Santa Croce square (L. 263, 477) whose
players are encouraged by a soldier playing a
drum. The great eclecticism of this panorama,
both in the manner and in the subjects
represented, immerses us in the Florence of the
1610s.

With a charming baroque exuberance, these
engravings include subjects which will
subsequently become recurrent in Callot's visual
repertoire . On the one hand, the costumes
inspired by Commedia dell'arte and the mannerist
gestures of the figures inevitably refer to his
series of Balli di Sfessania (c. 1620-22). On the
other hand, the general composition announces
the famous Impruneta Fair (c. 1620). However,
his real tour de force consists of making aworld
of small figures evolve in alimited space. Callot
achieved this by combining several innovations
that he had previously developed. The use of the
cabinetmakers' hard varnish allowing successive
bitesin the acid, the production of simple cuts
instead of cross cuts and finally the use of the flat
block instead of the point to make full and loose
cuts allow the engraver to write on the copper as
the designer would on paper. From now on, the
etcher competes with the engraver by opposing
the latter with an increase in spontaneity in the
line.

Our three engravings are presented under white
marie-louise and under anti-reflective glassin a
frame with stylish Berain decoration.

Tota dimensions of the assembly: 43 x 26 cm

Biography:

Born into afamily of goldsmiths from Lorraine,
Jacques Callot (Nancy, March 1592 - I1d, March
25, 1635) began his apprenticeship in this
environment of artisans before discovering the art
of copper engraving in Rome in 1610. Arriving in
Florence in 1612, he developed new techniques
which would have alasting impact on the history



of engraving. Returning to Nancy after the death
of Cosimo |1 de Medici, he became an engraver at
the court of the Dukes of Lorraine. The Thirty

Y ears War, which then ravaged Europe, inspired
his series on The Miseries of War which made
him famous among the greatest princes. Thisis
how the Infanta Isabella of Austriaand Louis
X111 sent him important ordersin order to
immortalize their military victories. When he
died, he left behind an immense corpus of nearly
1,400 compositions which would make him one
of the most copied and distributed artists of his
time.
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