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Etienne Mein (1865-1938) Grace

Description

An intimate and somewhat melancholic
atmosphere accentuated by the chiaroscuro light
dear to the great masters of ancient painting, and
the simpl e subject of a middle-aged peasant
woman saying her prayers before taking her
frugal meal. A touching work, in alarge format of
100 cm by 81 cm, presented unframed and signed
lower right. Difficult to take pictures because of
this particular light, sold asis, some cracks from
use that can be restored. Etienne Mein was born
on November 27, 1865 in Allauch, in the Bon
Rencontre district. His father is employed at the
Compagnie de navigation mixte and his
grandfather isaformer sailor. His parentslivein
the Panier district in Marseille at 26, rue des
Ferrats, a street that will be demolished during the
occupation. In 1879, he entered an apprenticeship
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in the workshop of an engraver, Mr. Gérard,
where he remained for three years. He then
entered the Ecole des Beaux-Artsin Marseille
where he had Dominique Antoine Magaud and
Marius Guindon as masters; he will obtain there a
1st price of painting. He gives drawing lessonsin
various schoolsin Marseille. Herents alarge
room on the 3rd floor of a building on the Quai de
Rive Neuve, which he transformsinto a
workshop. He exhibited at the Salon of 1893 in
Paris his painting The Grand Father. During his
stay in Paris, he discovered the Louvre Museum,
which was a source of wonder for him. He
became a member of the Society of Marseille
Artistsin 1896, then of the Society of French
Artistsin 1900. At the Colonial Exhibitionin
Marseille in 1906, he presented two paintings
Sheep in Provence and Castilian, aswell asan
etching Portrait of the painter Antoine Vollon. He
has afew students, including in 1909 the one he
will marry in 1910 and who will give him a son,
Jean. He participated in various exhibitionsin
Narbonne, Carcassonne and Tunis, and in 1920
obtained an honorable mention for Coin de table.
In 1914, he moved with hisfamily to avilla
located at 9, through Bonvoisins in the Bompard
district of Marseille, which heleft in 1933 to
settle at 24, boulevard Chave. In 1921, he was a
drawing and modeling teacher in professional
courses, rue des convalescents. In 1921, he was
appointed professor at the School of Fine Artsin
Marseille. During a stay in the Hyéres Islands in
1936, he was seduced by this site and wrote:
"Porquerolles in summer, what powerful nature!
what strength Works in public collections
Digne-les-Bains, Gassendi museum: The
Grandfather. Marseille: Museum of Fine Arts:
The Artist's Studio Portrait of the painter Torrents
painting. Cantini museum: Interior of the
Saint-Victor church.
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