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19th Century Louis XV Period Library

Description

An exceptionally decorative and finely crafted
display cabinet, conceived in the opulent French
taste and distinguished by its rich combination of
exotic-looking veneers, geometric marquetry and
elaborate gilt-bronze ornamentation. The cabinet
presents a commanding architectural form, while
the careful symmetry of its facade and the quality
of its decorative details give the piece a
sophisticated and highly refined appearance.The
cabinet is surmounted by a shaped and moulded
marble top, providing an elegant contrast to the
warm reddish-brown tones of the timber below.
Beneath the top runs arichly inlaid frieze,
decorated with a striking geometric pattern and
centred by an elaborate gilt-bronze mount
composed of scrolling foliage and ornamental
motifs. The upper corners are further enhanced by
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Condition : Tres bon état
Material : Bronze
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sculptural gilt-bronze mounts, adding depth and
movement to the otherwise disciplined
rectangular structure.The upper section isfitted
with a pair of glazed doors, each with an
elegantly shaped glass panel enclosed within a
delicate gilt-bronze border. These doors open to
reveal asumptuousinterior lined in deep
burgundy-red velvet, creating a particularly
effective backdrop for the display of porcelain,
silver, glass, jewellery or other precious objets
d'art. Therich colour of the lining contrasts
beautifully with the polished exterior veneers and
enhances the cabinet's luxurious character.Below
the glazed sections, the doors are decorated with
beautifully arranged veneered panels displaying
carefully matched grain patterns. Each panel is
centred by a substantial and highly detailed
gilt-bronze ornament in the rocaille tradition, with
scrolling foliage and intricate relief work.
Additional gilt-bronze mounts, including foliate
sprays, corner ornaments, decorative borders and
escutcheon details, are applied throughout the
facade, creating a sense of richness without
disturbing the overall symmetry of the design.The
sides and vertical divisions are further enriched
with fine line inlay and gilt-bronze details,
demonstrating the cabinetmaker's attention to
even the smallest decorative elements. A central
gilt-bronze strip visually divides the two doors
and reinforces the strong vertical composition of
the piece.The lower apron is centred by another
finely cast gilt-bronze mount of scrolling and
foliate form, while the cabinet is raised on short
shaped supports decorated with additional
gilt-bronze plagues. This subtle elevation gives
the piece alighter visual presence and completes
its balanced proportions.With its combination of
finely figured veneers, precise marquetry, richly
cast gilt-bronze mounts, marble top and
velvet-lined display interior, this cabinet is an
impressive statement piece. Its sophisticated
craftsmanship and distinctly French decorative
vocabulary make it particularly suitable for a
classical interior, private collection, gallery



setting or elegant reception room.A highly
decorative cabinet of considerable presence,
combining practical display space with the
luxurious materials and ornamental richness
associated with the finest French-inspired cabinet
furniture.
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