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"leila And The Giaour" Gilded Bronze Clock, France, Circa 1830

| Description

With base: Height : 61 cm (24 in.) ; Width : 51,5
cm (20,3 in.) ; Depth : 23,5cm (9,21n.)

Without base : Height : 52 cm (20,5in.) ; Width :
42cm (16,5in.) ; Depth: 12,5cm (4,9in.)

Dial signed Polti Fréres

Important philhellenic clock in burnished and
amati gilded bronze, finely chiseled, representing
on the terrace a couple elegantly dressed in « the
turkish style », and richly decorated with foliage,
scrolls and flowers. The feet, decorated with
water leaves, rest on arosewood oval base
covered with aglobe.

The theme of the clock comes from The Giaour, a
fragment of a Turkish Tale, an English poem by

10500 EUR

Period : 19th century
Condition : Bon état
Material : Bronze
Width: 51,5

Height : 61

Depth: 23,5
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Lord Byron published in may 1813 which tells
the thwarted love of aVenetian, the Giaour -
term by which the Turks designate infidels and
especialy Christians - and of Leila, aslave
belonging to Hassan's seraglio, military leader of
a Turkish province. The betrayal of Leila
discovered, she will be thrown into the seaand
her lover will avenge her by killing Hassan, then
taking refuge in a monastery.

Symbol of prestige and modernity, the decorative
clocks are areflection of the taste of the eraof a
wealthy bourgeoisie and may be the subject of
diplomatic gifts or between individuals.

Beyond the purely decorative aspect of such
objects, watchmaking in the 19th century is part
of asubtle mix of political, historical and literary
references.

This philhellenic movement concerning the West
finds a particular echo in France, one of the
countries with the United Kingdom and Russia
having suported the Greeks during their war of
independance (1821-1830) to free oneself from
the grip of the Ottoman Empire. Many clocks
have been made, highlighting the courage of the
fighters, celebrating the heroes of this war of
independence and exalting national sentiment,
inspired by contemporary literature evoking these
events.

Related work :

Leilaand the Giaour clock Gilded bronze, H. : 58
cm Reproduced in Les heures du Philhellénisme,
les pendul es philhelléniques francai ses, Stéphan
Adler, Editions Olkos, Athénes, 2018, p.271
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