
Commode Boulle Style  Napoleon III Period

6 000 EUR

Period : 19th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Gilted wood

Width : 76 cm

Height : 118 cm

Depth : 41 cm

Dealer

Royal Antique
Proudly delivering art and elegance.

Tel : +48 722090633

Mobile : +48 722090633 (WhatsApp)

Warszawa 02-681

Description

This commode is an exceptional example of

19th-century French craftsmanship, presenting a

refined rectangular chest of drawers with a black

lacquered finish and an intricate design executed

using the esteemed Boulle marquetry technique.

Boulle Marquetry

The Boulle marquetry technique involves the

meticulous inlaying of thin sheets of materials

such as brass, tortoiseshell, or other decorative

substances into a fine wood background, often

ebony, to create intricate patterns. The design on

this commode showcases delicate scrolling

foliage and floral motifs, typical of the Boulle

style, enhancing its visual appeal with its

complex, layered design.

Materials

The commode is constructed from wood, finished



with a rich black lacquer that highlights the

smooth, glossy surface. The brass inlay work

further elevates the piece, providing an elegant

contrast against the dark lacquered wood. While

many Boulle marquetry pieces incorporate

tortoiseshell, it is unclear if this particular

commode includes this material. Regardless, the

brass inlays are carefully crafted, contributing to

the piece's sophistication.

Hardware

The hardware is bronze-colored, adding an

additional layer of elegance. The commode

features mouldings along the edges, as well as

Corinthian columns flanking the two doors,

creating a sense of grandeur and structure.

Scrolled appliqués adorn the knees at the bottom,

emphasizing the piece's ornate nature. A keyhole

positioned centrally on the doors further enhances

the overall decorative appeal.

Style

This commode is a prime example of the

Napoleon III style, a design aesthetic that

flourished in France during the mid-19th century.

Characterized by opulence and an abundant use

of luxurious materials and intricate

ornamentation, the Napoleon III style emphasizes

grandeur and sophistication. The commode, with

its rich finish and elaborate detailing,

encapsulates these defining qualities, making it a

remarkable addition to any collection or a

statement piece within a refined interior.

With its masterful craftsmanship, high-quality

materials, and historical significance, this

commode is an exceptional example of French

decorative arts from the Napoleon III era,

embodying both luxury and functionality.
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